Summarizing a Fiction Story

Using the Five Finger Summary

Step One “Somebody”  Tell who the story is about.  This is the main character or characters.  Write your answer below.

Amelia
Step Two:  “Wanted”  Tell what the main character or characters want in the story.  Write your answer below.  

Wanted to make her neighborhood more beautiful
Step Three:  “But”  Tell what got in the way of the character or characters getting what they want.  This is usually the problem in the story.

But there were buildings being torn down in her city.
Step Four:  “So”  Tell what happened next.  This is the beginning of a solution to the problem or an attempt to solve the problem.

So, she organized everyone in the neighborhood 
Step Five:  “Then”  Tell what happened next.  This is the solution to the problem.  You are sequencing the main events in the plot of the story.

Then they all worked together to build a garden in the empty lot.
Step Six:  “Finally”  Tell how the story ended.
Finally, everyone in the neighborhood enjoyed their new beautiful garden.
Step Seven:  Put all of your text together to form a small paragraph by removing all the spaces between your steps.

