A Lesson on Conferencing with Students on MAP Scores


Approx Time: 45 – 60 minutes.  (This is for one type of Test Content, e.g., Reading, Math, or Language Usage.)
Grades: 2 and up.
Materials:

· Individual student folders with MAP report results printed on them (available in TAAT)

· Print out of Individual Student MAP Labels or Score Reports (go to TAAT)

· RIT Stick Measuring Bar Graph worksheets (can be modified as needed)
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· Crayons or colored pencils

· Tape measure or ruler

· Optional:  Colorado DesCartes Learning Continuum (available in TAAT)

· Optional:  Overhead of Individual Student MAP Report stats or SMART board
· Completed Student Bar Graph (to use as an example for student) on overhead
Objectives:
· Students will identify what their MAP RIT scores are for a specific testing period (e.g., Fall, Winter, Spring)
· Students will identify what a RIT score measures and how it measures growth in their academic development

· Students will set goals based on their recent MAP scores and predict how well they will do on the next MAP testing session
· Students will identify what skills they need to work on in order to achieve their GOAL MAP scores
Intro:

· Ask students if they have been to a doctor.  What are some of the things that happen in the office, e.g., take blood pressure, weight, and measure height.

· Ask students why they take MAP tests.  Allow them to answer verbally (3-4 students).
· Explain that they take MAP tests to practice for CSAP, and the results of the tests help teachers (and themselves) see how they are growing academically/mentally).  Just like a doctor measures their height to see their physical growth, they take MAP tests to see their academic/mental growth.
Activity:

Have one or two students volunteer to be measured.  Use a tape measure and record their height on the class white board.  Explain that this is the student’s height measurement today.  Ask them to tell you the day’s date.  Write the date down next to the measurement on the board.
Ask them if the person’s height would be the same if we had measured him/her a year ago.  No.  Mark it a little below the student’s current height along with an earlier date.  Then ask them to pretend that they have a time machine and go a year into the future.  Would the student’s height be the same?  No - have them predict a height.  Mark that a little higher than the current height.  Write a date a year ahead of time next to the mark.
Explain and illustrate that the student is growing.  You can even do math here (show difference in measurements).  Tell students that they are going to create a bar graph showing their MAP score growth. 
Write the word RIT on the board.  Explain to students that they are measured by something called a RIT (Rasch Unit) Score.  Just like inches/feet measure height,  RIT measures growth academically/mentally.
Explain that RIT scores are not tied to a particular grade, but rather are tied to what students can do really well in the classroom (see Colorado DesCartes Learning Continuum for more details). 

FOR EXAMPLE: If a student has a score of 191 – 200 in Mathematics in the goal strand Number Sense, the student can perform the following at least 50 percent of the time (or fairly well):

· Count numbers 0-20
· Count numbers 0-100
· Identify missing numbers in a series through 100

· Count ordinal numbers (1st to 10th)

· Write numbers in standard and expanded form through the tens

· Use pictures to identify numbers

.

Tell them there is no bad score (they often ask what a bad score is).  Is there a bad height?  Get students to focus on improving and growing, and not that they might be doing bad or are below average.

MAP GRAPH ACTIVITY:

Explain to students that they are going to make bar graphs based on their recent MAP scores.  Show them an example of a completed graph.

Optional:  Break into small groups and conference with the groups or do as a classroom activity.  Note:  students need to have another activity to work on while you are working with the small groups.
Suggestion:  If you are doing this as a class, have the graph displayed on an overhead or SMART Board.  You want to be able to demonstrate how to do the activities in a visual way that is easy for all students to see.
Distribute folders to students.  Folders should contain their Individual MAP report printout (graph shows results in all of the MAP tests that they have taken through the years).
Pass out the RIT Stick Bar Graph worksheet.  Students should have crayons/pencils to use.

Instruct students to get out their Individual Student MAP report.  Explain to the students that the blue circle represents their RIT score and growth on the graph.  Identify on the graph where the different dates of testing occurred (just like a date that they might get measured in the doctor’s office and like the measurement you took of a student in class today).  Note that all of the different dates shown are each time the student was tested on that particular test subject.

Ask them to look at the numbers shown vertically on the graph – these represent the RIT scores.  Model how to read the graph (identify what RIT score correlates with a blue dot on the graph). 

Have students plot their score and write it down next to the previous (not current) MAP score.  Have them write the number down next to the circle on the graph. (Note:  you may want to have this number already written down on the graph for younger students).
Instruct students to look at the next circle over (one correlating with the latest test date).  Explain that that is where they measure today/most recently.  Ask if they see if they went up or down on the graph.  
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Point students to the BOLD number to the left of the graph – it displays their most recent MAP RIT score for that particular test term.    Have students circle the score.  Students can mark up their graph if they choose to do so (your call on this).
Once students have identified their RIT scores they can plot the scores on their bar graphs.  Model how to find the RIT score on the RIT ruler and have them fill in the correct number of bars.  Remind them of how to measure using a ruler.  Have students write the RIT score above each bar that they have colored.

Ask students to find the difference between the two numbers (hopefully the later test is higher than the earlier test, but this isn’t always true).
Have students identify how much they have grown (Fall RIT score minus the Spring RIT score).
Have them think about how much improvement/growth they want to make on the next MAP test, if they improved this time by 11 points, they may want to improve by 13.  Encourage them to set a realistic and achievable RIT score goal.
Instruct students to color in the blocks for their goal/predicted score.  Have students compare/contrast the different colored bars on their graph.

Wrap Up:

Inform students that prior to the next MAP test that you will get out graphs and talk about achieving their goals.

Review objectives:

· Students identified the importance and purpose of MAP testing

· Students identified their MAP scores
· Students set goals for future MAP scores
**Save folders for future use.
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